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line of country, the comparatively narrow line, of
which we have been now speaking, from Batoum and
the Ajaras on the Black Sea down to Bayazeed and
Van, once become Eussiau territory; and the entire
Tigro-Euphrates valley, now separated from Russia
and from Eussia's obsequious ally, Persia, by Koorclis-
tan alone, becomes Eussian also. The Persian Gulf
and the directest of all Indian routes, a route where
no wide desert tracts, no huge mountain-chains in-
tervene, nothing but the serviceable sea, will thus be
not only open to, but absolutely in the hands of, our
very doubtful friends. The exclusion of all commerce,
all communication by this most important line, except
what is Russian and through Russia, will be the first
and immediate consequence ; what may be the xilterior
results time alone can tell. But if India have a
vulnerable point, next after Egypt, it is the Euphrates
valley and its communications. Of all this the key>
held at present for Turkey and for England too, lies
in possession of these very races, the inhabitants
of the Turkoman-Koordish territory. To strengthen
the hands of our friends, and to guard lest that key
be wrested from them, were but good statesmanship,
if timely done.
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